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Raising the Status of Chemistry Education

Despite being one of the cornerstones of science, technology and industry, and
forming the foundations of the life sciences, it is apparent that chemistry is in decline
internationally as an‘enabling science’.

l We believe that the core of the problem is that chemistry has lost its identity and
(perceived) purpose and consequently has slipped from being an elite and key scicnce

in the image and emphasis of chemistry is multi-taceted, it is evident that the solution
must also be multi-faceted. Perhaps the major challenge is to separate and distinguish
it from other disciplines and yet to emphasize its foundation and
enabling position in them. In addition, the image of chemistry needs to be modernized
trom the traditional stereotyped images of chemists. We believe that the present
funding hardships are a conscquence of the low public perception, and not
the reverse. Thus the challenge 1s to achieve the following aims: (1) restore the public
image of chemistry, (2) attract undergraduates, (3) teach chemistry in a coherent and
cohesive manner, (4) retain undergraduates through to postgraduate study, and (5) to
clearly define and enhance career prospects.

William S. Price and John O. Hill, U. Chem. Ed. 2004, &, 13.
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