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with in parts II and II1

Just as a thirsty man would make every attempt to quench his.thirst, so
a student with a need for knowledge would willingly undergo the hard task
of learning it. It is this need that helps the student surmount difficulties and
makes the learning process pleasant for him. It is therefore of the utmost
importance that the teacher, before going too far along his teaching, make
certain that his pupils are motivated enough to learn.

In the first part of this aricle, attempts will be made to define
motivation and, then, consider it in connection with foreign language
learning in Iranian schools. A brief look will be taken at one of the main
causes of the student’s unwillingness to learn, and other causes will be dealt
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the textbook in the ciassroom

This note, the third in its kind, focusses on the role of the textbook in the
teaching of English as a foreign language. Two basic point,s

- TEFL with or without a textbook

- TEXTBOOK exploitation in the classroom
are discussed. The conclusion drawn emphasmes the importance of the
textbook, especially when the teacher is not so experienced and properly
trained. There are a number of practical suggestxons for the éxploitation of
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A test is said 1o g valid when it measures that which it is supposed to measure, and not
ing else The teacher must assess the content validity of his test and the validity of the
| various items in relation to his course objectives, Our high school final examination

and the university entrance examination are subject to serious cnt1c1sm because
' of lack of content validity.
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In the first paragraph the word
initials indicates.

a. The beginning letters of the
suthor’s name.

b. The authorities

¢. Many volumes -

d. The articles
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253. He is... willing nor capable.
a.therefore b. otherwise
¢. neither d. either
254. You can open either the door
.... the window.
a. and b. but
C. nor d. or
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93. 1 often see ... on the bus.

1. them 2. they 3. their

4, themselves
94, The little boy hurt ... when he

ran.

1. herslef 2. himslef

3. themselves 4. yourself
95. The car is yours; it is not....

1. me 2. mine

3. mine’s 4. my
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Sources of Ervors

1t is axiomatic that all learners make mistakes, but the iumdamental
question js why the learnel commits errors of all kinds ~ phonological,
syntactic gemantic, stylistic, etc-

Linguistic theory provides the language for discussing the natures of
errors, but it does not provide an adequate means of talking about why
errors are committed. Explanations of that sort constitute part of
psychology or the theory of language learning. The pr-'mcipal purpose of
this paper is to discuss tefl psychologica’l processss or sources which give
rise to erroneous uiterances.

The explaﬁation of each Pprocess is immediately followed by some
pedagogical devices which would help the teacher 10 correct and uttimalely
eliminate the errors committed bY Iranian students learning English as @

foreign language-
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5. Do you know where did he go?
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6. Do you know where he went?
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what did she say?

who was he?
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Please let me to go.
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1. " T want that I go.

#: 2, "1 like book.

3. " He goes to high school.
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11. P'saw the students to leace the library.
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12. He is my old friend.
13. My friend is old.
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3. subordinate clause.
4, main stress.
5. inerlingual. .
6. HH. Clark and E.V. Clark, Psychology and Language. NEW
York: Harcourt, p. 37. Brace Jovanovich. INC. 1977,
7. Bilingualisim.
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3.H. Houston A survey of Psychol inguistics. Paris. Mouton, the
Hague, 1927,
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8. He asked me to leave.
1 9. He wanted me 10 leave.
10." let me to leave.
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M. Finocchiaro and M. Bonomo The Foreign Language
Learner. NEW YORK: Regents Publishing Company, INC.,
1973, PP. 1-3.

10. Tag questions

11. Rising intonation

12. Falling intonation
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26. I asked him to sit down.

-27. 1 told him to sit down.

28. I ordered him to sit down.

29. I commanded him to sit down.
30. I-begged him to sit down.
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15. Sit down,
16, Please, sit down.
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@M 17. She is a nurse, isn’t she?
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1. Bitte wiederholen Sie!
2. Alle, Zusammen!
3. Bitte héren Sie gut zu!
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Der Mann hort Radio.
1) Was macht der Mann?
2) Wer hart Radio?
3) Hort der Mann Radio? Ja,.....

4) Kauft der Mann Obst? Nein, der Mann hont Radio.
5) Was hort der Mann?
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La langue persane ne possédant pas certaines voyelles du frangais, les
persanophones apprenant le francais auront des difficultés lors de leur
acquisition. Nous avons essayé de présenter, dans cet article, les techniques
de correction, “‘propres aux persanophones”, de deux voyelles [y] et / OE /
nous basant sur les données linguistiques, pédagogiques, psychologiques
ainsi que nos expériences, en tant que professeur de francais, avec les

'A:c&d@)au‘j,)&j;)&lt,b‘.\.aaa_' .Llﬁu.?)yidn of &S el wsls

O B P I Y0 PR H ISV YUy A SR PR I, R
A 233315 o) 55 4 Gl Cals (cdo) Wlaws i 51 auil gl sl yeo!
O W VT E W RPN (P VA JP NS I

S1OE] 5" 1] gl 35 1o 3 g o (gon 0 03 1 4l Slsdas ik — Y
et 3 95 g sl i i Wl o 0 L2kl & [oe]) (] [a) L [—] sl Llger
O3man | [ty]€Tus 4 (65500 05 Rt 123 g (S an bl 5 S lom 15 s
«pannes ;; y >aa |, [pejapains L, 4 [do] «doss ¢, ymar |, /dOE/ edeuxs L [Tu] «TouTs
| e W e ol s S slan (S a8 e Jails

ol ok Lol &8 1 ki gass 8 acil i sl sfotas 31 Koo i ¥
Jio s o 50l 03 Bl 4 o3k g sl sl 3 S gr syl i St 28
Ak 534S f0B/ oo b 55k, aterres AalS 3y Canl diawy athes Sl 34 B/ lolane
: b speurs AalS o 5 ol aiy epens

LA ;5 «deuxs /OE/ y «Tun[y] ,lalawe 2ol oy 5 de g L allie ol s
PICRYY JURPSR EFASETS WI DS HIWRTRM P FCAM s Bbl
O 4y AL sl 1 SIS o it o (:JS»"JA'LSL‘;M o g0l 2505 1)

lae 93 slacn 5 ol S5 51 ea G 4 b ! J:L'_SJSCA
.:4._5 r'b_-u" nl;._‘:_'uji Pl ol cwl Ay |'"£|°-‘JJl.f-' L

LT 515 ot gn ols St OS5 il ghacis ' )
$lae ok 545 i palae K e p T K &S ol g
kS ian ol 5 pal 8 Gl ey 3 L2 ) it
:SL'.A H (SRR B P

] [OE]
boue bout deux dos
du © doux nos neoud
su sSous dos dos
jure jour pot peau
roue rue sceau . Ceux
roue ‘ TOUX notre neutre

33 30308 o st syt S s, OB/ [¥]

Blios gl ar i1 5580 01 58 5 66 5 — )
7T VR I [ S B EW I VOU-D | PRSPV | PR
L el plan el (gl oo o e o5 sl Slobas 51
_U..‘..J_:L.,j.;u:,ll_,c.bl,ﬁht{,&ga,w‘,hw
i ailagiy 5 S 4 e
qdcuxl_lj\;&uqsourd,@-lgkd,_,u:yq sur
s gae s dos 5 Sl g 38 Gae
“b‘*ﬂ‘f”'“)’&-ﬁ“—‘e@-”)-’;uu:;-‘it!pll"u‘-"_
U.....a._l.,W..u,l;o,u:')\.ls'{.nl,,a;,l's.sl.ﬁ,lq,:}L.
6@1;:\54rj\I)a.:LJqL.h‘sL,\.p,aua:su:JoJ.ﬁ.\Lﬂl 29
i U]d'-\—dM&b-ﬁ'su—u-ﬁahﬂ‘)‘M PR JTRYR
prottd e 3L |, /OES (liuo ol el 51 liaabed 3} o J r_JrT._r

| ’/...,
ok Ssal A’“‘J A



[y] : fi]

s bcd v i bt -
ol i o g Suap ol g r Mo i ok S5 JU S g ¢

e I8 b Y] liee o ams g ol Wb (6l ) e

ST 1 ol [i] 5o den? b St i 51 5 0] g1kt
Ll [y) (st tean o5 mltes) nlandl i 5o 5 S o
1-\;5.*.:13_;.4\.;:.!0;45|)‘s}::'-FEJP:ZSJJJ[U]6|MU;Ii(-uSUO
Lo 3 ol 3 ym e b e o 3 81, ]l o ot g 151
Las 1, ) aS ) ghaites a5 a8 Bl coh ait i ] slaes aeet
*-:&h?"r-‘.}l-e*-izx]}i)-’)bﬁ.—!:l‘r‘e|Ju3-'.l‘“v-“‘su*
S Xy 33 1 rie g gt | i Lz s o addsl [i] Jaids
) et ol 293,25 o oo ()4 (3] 5 3] ¢ (] st L slita 6 S
plnil 12 St i 53 gl sloms 3o Sl it e o
R I IFEEE QUR -3 [ P QTN Sy VS I SRORP T
W31 20 aml e 81 3 85 0 0 4alS Jihs a1 oo

oleS1s ottt ti e S bils w1, tin 2alS a5 bl g

Ao b g el 3,8 Soole il an by Ko & s s
Al G S Sl y s gl 50 Sl 5 etun Ul
S 55w 1y g s e

[¥] |OE|
tu mes meuh
pu - fee feu
su ses . ceux
q des deux

o S aal g o gl 3 03 o 1Y) Sl b e

xS S5 4 Jls

(v]
n a pu. est la queue
I a bu. 1! manse des oefs.
I a Su, Cest bleu
1 est nu. C'est deux.
C est Sa rue, I1fait des noeuws,

28 gacule 8 ol ol st Cilisa la o bl
a5 ol ol S g J-‘-‘-‘.;:gg‘ A lalas b pdin O o
" aks il

t"-'-j"’J'iU‘ lOEL;‘.\..pG.’uaJ‘LgLM”JéJ‘J\A_!JL'-

3K g 33 3008 a s (1OE L) [y] ghao oS b by s
3,15 e 39 Oy 332 5d g0 5 (1O/L) ] hae o8 0

(vl : |OE|
1 2 : 1 2
tu tou deux dos
fut fou vaut veux
cou q faut feu
eoup Iu boeufs  beau

FPSY YUY UL SV PRy S AN FOC I T SN
b giad 0 10 Y] 0 ik g [0] (5o S dnty Laiens e 5 o

:{ /OE/
[y} [oE]
jus I'eau
nu feu
mir mot
vous 161
chou queue
pu bleu

FY EW PR jyi-gigj&l.j|u_.'u:,6;;ul o3ls ol & 20
oy o S 0 56 B 1) W5 0ls i a5 s

asballae Sl a5l ol & el cle
ety |5 sl 5 it Mo e kS S S a5 4 S
D ITISTIC S5 RPN 3 TR el i€
5 5gmi 3340005 el gr g 4 Wacd (JOE/ 5100 Ty] 5 [u] (slkeo
§100 i 5 4 3 ey o et ) e 3 i
N gnm Sl (S S s bas (JOE! 4 1ON)y] 41, [u]
S R R e LTV’ TIPS VI WA Py S
JE i o e ol i, e iy o ks ol
A e S e e WS ik e il lalas Lk
1yl slae

UV VS PV VS PYA BYCRI ¥ LYK & -z
{501 5 —[ul s b slao 334 55 Joma 5 WSS 5

ipSgr Atlie o b g 53 1,
{y) [u]

N

s agd Habod o
R R I O P N YRS gy FEU VRN NP S P P I



Ao L ed GUES ey ol 3 5 S e Jails ) the U quai
-u:..ifr‘é;J_b_z_,.ai.xi!_,:wr.ha.a,:@jte,qucuct'..5”!_“.—
Sl 3 A e 5 sl 0l Gl 0 ri“-’.)}n—'!“;:‘ » b
S\ s ool b 5wl phen &8 Sl (555 0 656 b S
a5 5 e o gel it il galhase 1S5 5 ki 51
U 15 kS 5 e Bl S K LT 50 s ke
J?-.E-L.Jnlg:x.h.!.:\.__; o\;,_.iuub.c....'l ke b3S 1ol 5 5l

‘ gy 3 g3 dae ey 5Y el

i ol 5o eslizal 3550 litilyl SV

(ij: i, lyre
1E/: ' thé, lerre
107 tdt, mort
[U]: tout, pour
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Beispiele:

3. Ich habe ab 3 Uhr keine Zeit,
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1. His both younger brothers are in tﬁe army.
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i read a book last week.
I am going to read a book next week.

You read a book every week.
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i None of the food was wasted. was it?
2 None of us knew the way, “did we?
3. '] Few people knew the answer, didn’t they?
d. Linle progress has been made, ~ has it?
6 _ A lintle progress has been made, hasn’t it?
7 We seldom see them nowadays, do we?
8 were there?

There were only six people present,
’ weren’t there?

9. Pass me the news papér, will you?
10 Don't be late for dinner, will you?
11.| Let's haye a game of basketbell, shall we?

12 Everybody cheered wildly, didn’t they?

13.| Some of us wanted to stay longer, 4 didn't we??
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7. What did the donkey say when it was caught by the tail?
me that end the is of

alane et c.a'u

1. The class was 100 bright.

suphs S e 3 s Sy glas g4 U__JSJI oo class 1o
ol 0t 9aln 3 acmdyn glas 53 & bright

. It is time for a new wagon.
. It is three years old.
. They have little lions.
. It has the most stories.
Al g baiids e & o stories Lk les b — Storeys

bh & W

=1

. Your pop is bigger than my pop.
7. That is the end of me.
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Riddles:!
1. Why did the teacher wear dark glasses?

2. What time is it when an elephant sits on a little red wagon?
3. What is a baby after it is two years old?

4. What do lions have that no other animals have?

5. Why is a hibrary always the highest building in town?

6. What did the big firecracker say to the little firecracker?
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] multiple-choice items are just as useful as recog- 1

nition-production items. However, there are some .
. theoretical differences between these two types of '
items. These differences will be discussed in detail in ‘
a subsequent paper. -

Production Type Items

. In these types of items, the stem is not followed
by any response. the examinee is asked to produce
the response in as complete a form as possible. ! These

items are favored at’advanced levels of language )

proficiency. They are used to assess the examin®es,~
ability to produce language for real communication
purposes. In contrast to recognition items, which
evaluate the examinees’ passive knowledge. The
production type items assess the examinees’ active
knowledge,t(these items include free speech in the
oral mode, and free composition in the written mode.
One can also use pictures and have examinees write a
creative composition about the pictures. These tests
L are difficult to administer and (time consuming)
require a great deal of time. Therefore, they are not
often used when the number of examinees is large.

p—)

Conclusions and Suggestions

. The purpose of this section of the paper was to
familiarize the readers with the different forms of
items. Of course, the diversity of formats, the
complexity of concepts, and the inconsistencies in
classifications may result in some confusion rather
than clarification. Neveritheless, it is desirable for
English teachers to be familiar with the various
formats of test items, though they may not use all
types of items in their testing situations. For practical
gulrp}osles, however the following suggestions may be
elpful.

1. For classroom activities, all varieties of item
formats should be used in order to familiarize the
students with the different forms of testing
various language tasks.

2. True-false type items are not recommended for |

testing purposes because they are strongly
influenced by the chance factor. For instructional
purposes, however, these items may prove useful.
3. For classromm tests, objctively scored items are
highly recommended. More specifically, the best

type would be multiple-choice items. It should be |
mentioned that for testing students’ language |

abilities at intermediate and advanced levels, cloze
and dictation type items should supplement
multiple choice types.
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b. yes, he did

c. to study

d. last night

weitten mode: The examinee reads: -

my brother since 1965.
a. have not seen b. did not see
¢. had not seen d..do not see

"Pictorial mode: The examinee sees the picture

! and reads or hears:

There is flour in it.

_T"T

| Matching Type Items. In this type, the stem includes
- -a list of elements to be-tested in a column. Depending

on the nature of required task, relevant information
is listed in the response column. Then the examinee

| is asked to match items from the stem column with

those of the response column and write them in a
new column. Example:

Match the words in column A with their
antonyms in column B and write them in

column C.
A B C
| 1. healthy A. stupid 1.1&¢c
2. concrete b. unhappy 2.2&4d
3. clever el 3.3& a
4. happy d. abstract 4.4&D

Matching items, though of recognition type,
require higher mentel activities than those of true-
false or multiple choice items. The difficulty of the

1 task can be increased by including unequal number
“of elements in the columns,

Recognition-Production Type Items
- These items are somewhere between complet-
ely recognition and completely production types.>

Yo

L]

That is, they require both recognition and
production activities. (These items produce the most
efficient and useful kinds of tests because responding
to these types of items involves various mental
processes. Depending on the modality of the item
they can be divided into three groups oral, written
and pictoriab\Each will be discussed briefly.

Items im Oral mode
‘ These items include the following types:
» a. Repetition items in which the exsminee is asked to

repeat a sentence. through this task, a number of
- language components including the accuracy of

pronunciation, stress, and intonation- can be

assessed. :

b. Dictation items in which the examinee is required
to write down a sentence or combination of
sentences, 1. €., a passage. Each word in the
sentence serves as an item. It is important to note
that in dictation type tasks, the sentence should be
read to the examinee at normal speed and not
word by word.

. Oral interview in which the examinee is supposed
to get involved in real communication with the -
interviewer.

Items in Written mode

These items include cloze and conversion. In
cloze types, the examinee is required to fill in the
blanks with appropriate words. These blanks are
created by systematic deletion of every fifth or
seventh word from a passage. In conversion type, on
the other hand, the examinee has to make some
morphological or syntactic changes in the stem.

Items in Pictorial mode. :

In these items, the stem is presented in a.
‘pictorial form, and the examinee is required to
explain or describe what he sees in the picture. It
should be noted that the examinee does not have to
be creative in his explanation and/or description.
Rather, he provides only factual information about
the picture. He can also write his explanation on the
‘paper if the examiner intends to assess the writing ab
ility of the examinee.

The recognition-production types of items
discussed above can be used to assess all kinds of
language abilities. They are also very practical and
should be used as frequently as possible. Of course,




~ item formats comprehensively. They have some
overlaps and disregard the recently-developed item
types. Therefore, a new classification is offered
below on the basis of reconition-production con-
tinuumn.

As mentioned before, each item consists of two
parts: the stem and the response. According to this
clasification, the form of an item should be
determined by two factors: first the modality of
language and second the processes involved when an
examinee responds to an item. Regarding modality,
an item can be presented orally like in an oral
interview, in written form like in a cloze test and
pictorial (graphic) like in a picture test. In terms of
psychological processes underlying item response,
test items can be conidered to fall somewhere along a
continuum with puré recognition at the one end and
;pure production at the other.

' In other words, some of the items require pure
recognition such as “true-false’ or “multiple-choice”
types. Some others need pure production such as
“free composition” or “free speech”. Still some
others require a combination of recognition and
production activities. Thus, there are at least nine
forms of items, each with clear specification of its

“ mode and response format, as shown in the table
i below.

Item Response | Recognition Recognition |Production
Mode 1 Type ‘ Production

Oral True false Dictation Free Speech
Muitipie~ Repetition
Choice Recitation

Written True ‘False Cloze Free Writing
Multiple Conversion
choice

o | pictorial True' False Expla?nfng Writ%ng

Multiple— Describing | Talking
Choice a Picture about a Picture

This classification is more comrehensive than
- the ones already presented. It has certain advatages.
| First, it takes into account the modality of the item.
" Second, it considers psychological processes which
~ go on when the examinee attempts to respond to an
i jtem. Third, it corresponds to various activities in
. teaching or learning language skills. Fourth and most
| importantly, it encompasses all previous classifica-
! tions as well as new developments in item format. In
. the following part, then, examples of each type will
be given and their relevance to different language

skills will be discussed.

Recognition Type Items

This type of item requires the examinee to
understand the stem and then recognize and select
the correct response from among several alterna-
tives. The examinee is not asked to produce
anything. The most common forms of recognition
type items are true-false, multiple-choice, and
matching-type items. Each will be discussed briefly.

True-False Type. In this type of item, a stem is given
and the examinee is to recognize whether the idea
put forth in the stem is true or false. Examples with
different item modes follow:
Oral mode: The examinee hears:
Happy is an antonym for sad. True False

Written mode: The examinee reads:

Happy is an antonym for sad. True"

False
Pictorial mode:The examinee sees:

This is a ship. True  False
Although true—false items can be used to assess a

- variety of language skills and language componenets,

they are not favored by testing specialists because
there are only two choices provided. In other words,
the examinee always has fifty percent chance to
choose the correct response even though he does not
understand the stem. Therefore, true-false type
items are not used extensively and have given way to
muitiple—choice items.

Multiple-Choice Type Items. These types of items
include a stem followed by a few alternatives, of
which only one is the correct response and the others | -
are distractors. Multiple-choice items are the most;
frequently used types of items in educational
situations. They are very versatile and can be used to -
assess almost all language skills. They are called.
multiple—choice because more than two choices are:
from three to five: however, in most cases, they are
limited to four. some examples follow,
Oral mode: The examinee hears:

When did Ali come here?

The examinee reads or hears:
a. by train

' )
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item has two parts: one, called the stem, is for

‘eliciting information from the examinee; and the

other, called the response, is for the examinee to
respond to the stem.}The combination of the stem
and the response is usually called “an item type”. For
-example, the following item is referred to as a
“multiple-choice” item because it has more than one

| choice for the correct response: {n this type of item,
_each response g called an “alternative”, a

“choice”,

or arl “‘option”. One of them is the correct response.

"The “others, which are wrong or unacceptable, are

referred to'as “distractors”.
(Stem) — He to school tomorrow.

choices/ Options, Alternatives, Distractors)

a. will go ¢ correct response’

b. would go

“c. had to go
d. would be going

¢. would have gone

i From this point on, then, the focus will be on the

form of the items rather than of the tests, keeping in

1 mind that items constitute tests. The next part is .

devoted to the discussion of the test categories in
terms of their forms.

Subjective or Objective Type Items

Subjectivity or objectivity refers to the way a test
item is scored. An objective item is the one for which
experts will give the same score. But, for a subjective
item, there may not be such an agreement among the
experts. Consider the following three examples:

1. How many hours are there in a day?

2. There are ........ hours in a day.
a. 10 b. 20
c. 12 d. 24

3. There are 12 hours in a day. True False

These items, though different in form, are all obj
ective because the responses are such that the scorers

would agree on the correct response and thus give the |

samescore to a given item, on the other hand,
the following items are subjective’
1. What is the use of dictation in the classroom?
2. Dictation is believed to be a
a. good b. useless
¢. practical d. difficult
3. Dictation is 2 kind of test. True False These

i

items, identical to their objective counterparts in
form, are subjective because not everybody would
easily agree on the intended correct response.
Therefore, classxfymg an item as sub]ectwe and / or
objective would not be satisfactory because they
refer to the quality of the item response rather than
the item form.

Supply or Selection Type Items

In supply type items, the examinee is required
to supply the appropriate word, phrase, clause, or
sentence in order to respond to the stem. Some
examples of this type follow:

l.He ... to school now. (to go)
2. He is interested ........ reading story books.
(preposition)

On the other hand, in selection type items,
the examinee has to select the correct response from
among the several alternatives provided. Consider
the following examples:

1. He (is going-goes) to school now.

2. He is interested (in-at) reading story books.

Of course, this classification is more reasonable
than the previous cne. However, it does not account
for the items which might require both selection and
supply types of activities at the same time. Nor does
it explain the underlying psychological processes for
responding each item type. In other words, this
classification is not based on a scientific analysis~of
the mental activities involved in respondmg to the
items.

Essay or Multlple-chmce Type Items

In essay types, the exakmnee is given the stem
and is free to respond in anyway he wants. These
items are, in fact, a subclass of the supply type. On
the other hand, in multiple-choice type, which is a
kind of selection type referred above, the examinee is
provided with muitiple alternatives, from which the
correct one should be selected. This classification
seems less satisfactory than the others because in
addition to ha}ring the inadequacies of the previous
classifications,| it has one more shortcoming. This
shortcoming evolves from the fact that the length,
style, and variety of the responses glven to an essay
type item cannot be controlled. }Therefore the
scoring of such tests would be very subjective and
problematic.

Considering the various classifications of item
format, it seems that none of them covers all possible

1




understanding. (Note an unseen passage, because
one taken from the student’s book could be answered
from memory without full understanding).

b. The composition, which tests a stident’s
ability to use language correctly to say what he
means. (Note: composition is a test of what the
student can say, not a way of TEACHING him to say
new thmgs)

It is true that assessment is an important part of
the teacher’s job, but how much of his time do you
think he should give to it? It wouldn’t be very
sensible to spend more time on testing than on

teaching because we can only test what has already |

been taught. Perhaps twenty percent - thirty percent
of the time would be about right for a subject like
English; it is hard to be exact.

Does this seem reasonable to you? If so, have a
look at your teaching and check whether you are
spending more time than this on testing. Perhaps you
think not. But have you considered these common
classroom activities: reading aloud, dictation, com-
position, asking question, reciting vocabulary lists,
gap-filling, completing sentences, choosing correct
forms, multiple choice questions (MC)?

These M C questions are used in the graded
English books to test students’ understanding of the
reading passage. Teachers usually use them for
testing purposes, do you make use of their possible
TEACHING power? The important poit, of course,
is not WHAT answer is correct but WHY it is
correct. It is also important to understand why all of
the other choices are incorrect. Students should be
asked to explain this as clearly as possible. You will
find that the need to do so sometimes creates
opportunities for interesting discussions.

Y. Mirzazadeh
English teacher, Parvin Etessami High School, Makoun

FUNDAMETAL CONCEPTS
IN LANGUAGE TESTING

(i) Forms of Languﬁge Tests

| | concept of an item and its components will be |
i presented then each ciassification will be critically .

Hossein Farhady

In the previous section, one of the fundamental | |
- concepts in language testing, namely test function,
was briefly discussed. In this section, another |
fundamental concept, the form of language tests, will |
be clarified. JThe form of a test refers to its physical
appearance, which dgpends on the form of the items
comprising the test .ASinee an item is the unit of a test,
an explanation of the concept of an“item” seems
necerssary. ]

There is some confusion regarding the form of 4
the tests because different terminologies are used to | |
refer to the same forms. Furthemore, scholars have
looked at the issue from different perspectives. Some
of them have classified tests into subjective or
objective types some others into supply or selection
types; and still others into essay or multiple-choice
types of items. Of course, there are some similarities
and differences across classifications and each
categorization has its own advantages and disadvan-
tages. Therefore, in order to clarify the issue, first the

examined; and finally a more comprehensive
. classification will be offered.

[Aml ltem and Its Components §

‘ | The purpose of an item is to elicit information. Each r|

\l“ ‘
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Why don’t our students learn?

We have all heard teachers make such
complaints as: “This class is hopeless. Their last
teacher didn’t teach them anything, and I have to
start from the beginning.”

What has gone wrong? Why don’t our students
learn to speak? No doubt there are many reasons,
not all of which can be dealt with easily and quickly.
We can’t expect our over - crowded classes to be
reduced from 50 to 20 students tomorrow, we can’t
expect new miracle text books; we can’t expect
classes of geniuses who have all been perfectly taught
Before they come to us. There are a lot of problems.

But there is one thing we can do now. We can
take a good look at our teaching and ask ourselves
whether we are really helping the students to learn.
In our lessons, how much time do we give to teaching
and how much to testing?

Let’s think about this in two ways. First, what is
the purpose of classroom testing and how much time
should we give to it? Second, which of the activities
we use in the classroom are teachmg and which are
testing activities?

' When we test, it is usually to find out how
much our students have learnt, So it wouldn't be very
sensible to give the test before the learning has been
done. You wouldn’t expect to take your driving test
the day you get your first car, and begin taking
driving lessons the following day.

Of course, your driving instructor may want to
find out how much you already know so that he can
plan his driving lessons effectively, and when we
begin teaching a new class, we may do the same. This
is a different situation. We should not be likely to test
Grade I, because we don’t expect them to know any
English at all.

Normally, then, we test after teaching, in order
to find how effective our teaching has been i.e.how

4

much the students have learnt.

Of course testing has in some subjects a useful
effect on the students; it certainly helps to make
them learn things if they know they are going to be
tested. But is a language the sort of thing that can be
learnt for a test? Students can memorize vocabulary
lists and spellings, it is true; both are useful and easy
to test. Unfortunately, having a big vocabulary does
not mean that a student can speak the language well,
The difficult part of language learning (and
therefore, of language teaching) is learning the
grammar of the language, not its vocabulary. And by

_learning grammar, we do not mean learning rules;

rules, like vocabulary, can be learnt by heart and
tested; but unlike the memorizing of vocabulary, the
memorizing of grammatical rules is almost com-
pletely useless. Many students who know the so-
called rules by heart are unable to utter a simple
correct sentence; if they can produce one at all, it
often takes them a lot of time and thinking.

'\The' only real test of a student’s learning of
grammar is whether he can USE the language; that
is, whether:

a-he can produce sentences which are both
correct in structure and appropriate to the situation,

b-he can interpret correctly sentences that
other say or write. .

As you see, this kind of learning is not learning
by heart at all. It is the much more difficult skill of.
learning to USE the language. It is too difficult for
the student to do on his own. He needs the constant
help of a teacher in providing correct models for him
to copy, and in correcting him when he makes- -~
mistakes. tIt is equally difficult to TEST this skill
properly; ,probably the most familiar ways of testing
this kind ‘of language proficiency are:

‘a, the comprehension exercise: An unseen
reading passage with questions to check students’
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Words Strong forms Weak forms
Nommal | petore | prorm g | ot After | Before
Yowel Position Position Vowel Vawel
Would wod ad wad d
can K=zn Kan Kn
could Kud Kad
must mus mast mas mast
me m ml
he hi 1 hl
him hlm Im
his hlz Iz hiz
she fi I
her ha har a o
we wi wl
us AS E- ]
You ju ju )
your ju jur ] Jar
them 8om som Bm am
who bye u hu hu
that szt ot _
afan e 2n a an
the o a
some sam som “am )
and &n =nd an wnd
but hat bat’
as EZ az
than dzn Lo
thefe Beafr) | oewr 29 oot
not not nt not nt
Words Strong forms Weak forms
Before Normal Tudtial Aften Before
Normsl Vowels mﬁm position Vowel vaowel
at =t (t) at
1o tu ia to
of ou av
for 12 for fa for
from from fram
be bi bl
been bin bln
am ®m m am
is Iz 7 Iz
are “a ar a ar
was WOz Wiz
were wil war w3 war
have hav v hav v
has hzz z haz z
had had od had d s
do du de
does daz dIz
shall [zl ‘h
should Tud Jad
wiil wil [ wil 1
Examples
The following sentences contain

examples of all the weak forms of the verb

have’.

pronunciarion of these words.

With these sentences as a guide
teachers may find it easy to construct further
examples with other words in the list.

Have

(1) Normal unstressed posi-

tion in the sentence:

fav/ iwot av ju dan?/

have you done?
(2) Initial position in the
sentence:

/hav/ /hav ju finft?/

you finished?

(3) After a vowel
Nl Wi v osin it/
seen it.

What

Have

We have

Pronunciation key: The phonetic symbols used
here are the same as those of Oxford Advanced
Learner’s Dictionary and they indicate the British

Vowels and diphthongs

-
=

Consonants
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a5 in
as in
as in
asin
as in
asin
as in
as in
as in

as in

as in
us in
as in
as in
@5 in
as in
as in
as in
asin
as in
us in

asin

seea /si;/
sit /si/
tan /ten/
hat /hat/
arm/am/
got /gnt/
saw /s0:/
put /put/
too flu:/
cup /kap/

pen /pen/
bed /bad/
tea L/
did/did/
cot /ket/
got/got/
chin /tfin/
June /dyu:n/
fall /fxl/
voice /vas/
thin /tin/
then /den/

11
12
13
14
15
i6
1?
18
19
20

13
14
16
16
17
18
19

vl
22
23
24

el
U
al
av
2A

g8

ia.....;-—==g=u‘—'lnm

as in
as in
as in
as in
as in
as in
as in
as in
as in

as in

asin
as in
as in
as in
as in
as in
as in
as in
as in
as in
as in

as in

fur /f2:(r)/
ago /a'gau/
page /peids/
home /hoom/
five /faiv/
now /nag/
join /d30m/
near /n1{r)/
hair /hea(r)/
pura /pjua(r)/

so /sau/
zoo f2u:/
she /fi:/
vision /'visn/
how /hav/
man /men/
no /na0/
sing /sig/
lag /leg/
red /red/
yes fjes/
wet /wet/
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This new column is to deal with the students’

pronunciation problems. Contributions should
be in note form: short and practicle.

Editor:

?@l‘ﬁ_&‘,v‘.t‘{m"},* W v TEE LT

AL AR NI L

There is a hard core of about fifty words in
English which have two distinct forms of pronuncia-
tion: weak and strong. Our dictionaries and
textbooks often enter only the pronunciation of
strong forms and teachers hardly ever use or teach
the weak forms.

Since these fifty words are among the first one
hundred most frequent words in English and most of
the classroom conversation, textbook dialogues and
reading passages are composed of these words their
improper pronunciation strongly affects the lan-
guage.The effect is so strong that to many observors
the foreign language used and taught in our
classrooms sounds artificial. o

The strong forms of these words are the way
they are pronounced in isolation or when occur at
certain stressed positions in the sentence.

The weak forms of these words occur at
unstressed positions in the sentence. Often we get the
weak forms by

(a) replacing their strong (long) vowels /i, e,
@, 4, 0, 3, W by one of the three weak
(short) vowels/1,a, v/ eg/hev/ /hav/
(see the table)

{b} omission of a vowel or a consonant from
the strong forms e.g.

[am/ai@m/ /aim/

A

had /had / /ad/ (see the table) _
Here we include a tabie which illustrates the
strong and weak forms of these words.

Some suggestiohs for teaching pur-

poses:

(The suggestions have been summarized from
R Kingdom 1950)

The textbooks should print the weak and
strong forms from the beginning lessons. The weak
forms should be used consistently from the very early
stages of foreign language learning.

~ From each lesson (or unit) in the textbook,
the teacher should select about half a dozen
of these weak forms, give a number of
examples for each one and get students to
make up sentences containing them.

- It must be pointed out to the class that a
stressed word is pronounced in its strong
form, contrasting examples will make this
clear to the class. - .
— While a phonetic transcription is an asset
in the teaching of the weak forms, it is not
essential. A teacher may write examples on
the blackboard, using coloured chalk to
mark the stress and indicate the occurrence
of weak forms. :
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