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The production of chemistry curricula is a challenging task, as a variety of needs have to be
met. Some students, albeit a very small proportion, will eventually pursue chemistry or some
other scientific or technological study at university level, often to take up a science-based career.
But schools also, for example, must help students to prepare for courses leading to technical and
related careers as well as satisfying the needs of those whose formal education ceases when they
leave school to enter a world in which both work and leisure are profoundly affected by science.
And, as teachers know only too well, they must provide for a wide spectrum of students of varying
aptitudes and interests in science. "

It is no easy task to meet all those needs; especially when there are serious shortages of well-
qualified teachers and material resources. The construction of a suitable school chemistry

curriculum is also complicated by the fact that science Itself is dynamic. Provision has to be made
for the incorporation of new knowledge and principles into the curriculum which, if the syllabus is
not to becomg gvercrowded, means that sogee parts of it must be discarded or contracted.

Ingle, R. B.; Ranaweera, A.M. Teaching
School Chemistry, Unesco, 1984, p.46.
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