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Foreign Language teaching in our Land is not a success story. In Fact. it can
hardly ever be called satisfactory, Problems are not a few, but many.
ROSHD, Fereign Language Teaching Journal, begins life dedicated to
achieve the following major objectives:
To help all practicing teachers share and benefit from each
other§ experience.
Tobridge the gap between research findings and classroom
activies.
To inform teachers of what has been and is being done to help
them.
This life will be very short if you do not help.
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Ere this article. the underlying psychoiogical, linguistic, and pedagogical
principles of the series of textbooks labeled « Graded English» are carefully

delineated.

The format of.eachunit and the types of exercises offered in these books
are justified on the basis of the principles mentioned above.
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In the foltowing article distinction is made between mput. what the teacher
teaches, andintake”what the learner learns. It is argued that the intakeé is not
always the same as or equal to the input. The what and ho of intuke differ
for every learner and basically depend on each learners e Tning strategics.
The centrality of the learner in the process of learninu/ li:aching is also

emphasized.
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1- attitude

2- motivation

3- Teaching Method
4- Learning Strategics

5- Charles Blatchford 4 Graw-Hill, 1977.
6- input

7- internalize

8- intake o
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10- éoordinator
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4—wilkins, D.A. Second Language Learning and Teaching . Edward Arnold
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. Comprchension Question* is a familiar term among foreign language

. teachers. This type of question, however, is too often used only to measure
students’ reading comprehension. This, asthe following article argues, results
in placing too much emphasis on the means and ignoring the end of foreign
language teaching. We should not test anything until we have taught
something.
This article suggests ways of using comprehension guestions for teaching
learning purposcs.

e, ]

S50 (o s 383 gr phen & GLBL €y b Ol sl palie ST Ll S

. el g Fl s N g ; 210 o T

i € £ e S B e e e 0

Uy Ol G phee anilis M pdes 6t (o0 ode 50 a8 0k OB il depams R N

Sde NS Oyl O aS olimad 8 sl e U ass ol s sl Sild O g L b))

oAb S ol L e 25 aSCT Gl a oy el S ok ol Il kir Ypomn 2313 e s ) o 330
. . - & o - M 3 T

S odagp | 2l e P SANTIN VR PR A Ol g sy oa ;,?L‘- sl X slaws 11, 1l f"\"‘

OF el 53 3,805 & (K8 Iyl ioys s by gl iy ol cpdne o7 i o e S by e DG s

el e plmil & 33 s 0 JUE o 1) 5yt eyt Kl ) A
Coan &S S e eear U (Oldas sl whs S P2 S Sl a5l b cotila
b Sl o 5 e i oS o | SOl 2 e s i b Ol LG sy, b
aly s S e O je)n o8 S 4o O e uﬁub;$hﬁd,?5;#1ﬁpfﬂw‘w)s
B O )3 s & Sl 3 Sl g il S i Modagh |y oa onilet s S| e O S
ol Alady 5 anlis o ) e 2l b ol | Lal, Szl o Mo s 030 250 Suls, w5 o
b b Ol ols S WS Lol Sl T e biwa oa L 1T O] 5 0L s w0 Codea a2 g0 OLE
Sl ol WS g b 0 S s e S e a3l e 5 355 e U s Ll 038
2l (b Ol & S sl 5 e 0ol 0L So oWl KS w S O Deal o ol
e 025 e Jl ot b foan Do O b 6 a1 e b e (5 TG s sl
o] I REYS SOVCHL CIPA S5-I BN Bro & oo ol St ol Wlodeegh 1 0l sty
Iy ey 30 9 1y Sy Ludly (g r ol 55 G Al Kl aS g b e s Ny
Gz 028 i Zias Sl oy, o wils s L5 Sgejl dni oS SleSol 1 NIy aas plovit o G (g Mk
Al %o el 03,5 Sl gy ok 0305 41 6 (Sl 5 1)

o
Sl S aal A“‘L 1 vy



S P LTSS Y S U ST gL SR E
J’L“Ulf@u@u&‘}-_ﬁpubu_.-ﬂgwmtr
MJMIQ,IU_JML_‘UJ,.L.L_.U..MJ CJt_-..U_{J,_,J
PR LTS LS OO N | E L v P PE PUPE 4
2 ST oy e sty as O]
w“ﬁm&a&Ttaﬁng.glﬂuuw@
3 {Substiution) U:a,'f.v'l.- L‘,-I,«J RN PPN S TH IR

S 2\ler 4 Sl W ol (b d s il ot
L Ko g a8 LS f—:-*-iva:’ Wiy il S b
om0 Ol sl 7 lgmssdon 5 o> oW 2 o sy
Rt L R AR Ll ST
ot s S el gl L a8 1, OU
L OLabl)l bt 4 45 5 Ly o5 OF st bl Laoeia
o A5 0 8 o dae s s plnil Ko iaa
S (g g o8 (AlaS T Cllan S oy e
g‘:’u;ﬂ 3 oo WIS L3 )l oS a8 s ‘_:)?
S8l 6yl (1 w8 Ogasl 390 5 oS d)iil.m LA
- tsm;* par i 4y S0 W gl
T ag bl oyl oy e (S

OU sl dS s ke S p OBl e i_»ﬁ'-‘

25054 T ol & el (2020 Gl 200 5 2

R

e Sl e el CanS s olge —

e 0Ny i Jiaals S s 0 ol — v

a8 v B —dadan e b Okl 5o Dolge —y
it (e 0357 Sy 2 a SUl5 s —aids s
e N

o el BTG (ST s bz ) Do les — ¢
s Kb g annl o O

Usds o oVpb 5 g lakd Ol 55 Soyles — 8

J~.>-J1 .J“:' Q}K-_,- u..-:L..J—i

dpglod ez o Yy famio oy " ik

JJEU.HL..I 5 J§J e é‘b 2 A g&;c
‘_,lmjg...'
‘ﬁ.* —3; QL.’ ‘-”J-”‘ e Sven u-i'%vfg w4yl Yyl
Vol L b (P WIS -V

3 e s el @t by e oS 5 Yl — !
el 015 Oby gy

S N
Sl Bl JH L oaZs Oy (00— IS Lo
(335 (A Skragd
bl goe Bl r 2S00 58 gty — o
o.l..._...iyjl U..p}o.d?u Q\S’jJa_‘iﬁgb U:"‘JI u;._su
-L..( ]'..J.,‘-__.;‘;C.\...-' -
G.é.n.g 1{_—4.&:.:‘) Mb:—@ ULa:ua J'l ny US'}"}:..» —_2
L o cidiber Slgred Mmoo —adad) Olais (Slayl

ol 4 ol Nl —o

Q@-iJL}.MJ}éoJTE&j)EJOTJJJUJ_%A—_&

J}.:-U»d:..—b?— Gl n;; Lo g oJGi):'- a.-.auT
206 e e

=S At€ i b s i1 i 5 4K U
sledls Koo wle o Lz b2 0 e S oy s
PRICTRG STH N N S SR KNI N PR ¢
s 6 e ST s e i 4 O3k ety KT
b awa, CETPN L>u| 2e5 53l U_(.LUJ: L._o!.L,.J
SR Oe slede o ) S Sletlad Ol
el oS caslify, Okl b coi Ll bLI)
olas Wl n -"—JW LY P oS
(PN B e 5o e S ) Jsls S Gl
B> J";’ oslanal 3y90  npa NFIE g RIIE QPR ERS
w8 s S 5 o Shos sl b el 5 ades pdiama
Sl iy A Gahade LI ) sloms a2 51 S
NGV PHINPREN SPTUSEIN Ny PN PIN e
st 2 U e A e s
PRV K E{ R I | WA i YO

23 L.! (rjé .».Z._.-l

WGa der it el a5 iy ol edee DS (S —

Carver, David, «Reading Comprehension— Is there Such a thing, English Language Teaching

Journal, Volumexxall, No. 4, July 1978

Y



DL S (/3 [heer Y

. . =
sl agle s Sl a1 o, )

I

The first time you meet your class is of highest importance. You should plan to
make a very good impression on your students;

set up a healthy relatoinship;
defincobjectives of the course;
explain the textbook and |
answer their questions.

A number of activities are suggested 10 this end.
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- L'accentest mis d’entree, dans ce cours audio,
- visuel, sur la communication plus que sur la
manipulation; ou plutot la manipulation est
pratiqu'ee dans des conditions de

communication, non “avide”.

- Les exercices structuraux hors - sitration
sont refuséset le sens des messages nest jamais
négligt

- On fiattache pas une importance particuliére
4 la programmation par €tapes el uniteés

minimales.
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Cest seulement lorsqu un grand nombre de
sitrations et de transformations aura permis a
Péléve de prendre conscience de la valeuy r..de
la structure donnée (il pourra Lemplover
avee sucees et sécuritté au laboratoire Cest a
dire dans des exercices structruaux, genre

»pattern drilise),
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« Lefficacité de ce moven pédagogique dépend de la
minutie avec laquelle  le scénario cf Ja miseen scene
ont ¢te prépards, de la rigueur et du dynamisme dont le
meneurde jeu fait preuve. » (Daniel Coste) (5)
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(1) 30Voix et Images de France, Exercices pour le
laboratoire de langues, Livre du Maitre, Paris,
Budier, 1967. pl4. .

(2) Les methodes audio— visuelles commerciales les
plus connues pour | %nseignement du francais langue
gtrangéTe sont: Frére Jacques, bonjour Line (pour les
enfants), LaFrance en direct (pour les adolescents),
Voix et Images de France et De Vive Voix (pour les
adultes), etc...

(3) Overhcad

(4) Les figurines colorees font gagner en motivition

mais perdent en visibilite.

(5) Daniel Coste

(6) 11 faw en général, 400 heures de classe avant de

maitriser le «niveau b de francais.
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structure rather than to helping students
get the meaning or visualize the
situation; e.g., Situation:’My father is
going to give me 50,000 rials to buy a
bicycle. We can expand this statement
with an if clause:

— If my father gives me 50,000 rials, I

- will buy a bicycle (likely to happen).

— If my father gave me500000 I would
buy a small car (not likely to happen).
g considering the cultural appropriateness
' of the piece of language being taught; for
example, the teacher can draw students
attention to the use of slangs and
colloquials; e.g., That guy seems to be

Spanish. (slang) I just saw your prof
leaving. (colloquial) '
h. pointing out the differences between
American English and English English;
e.g., pronunciation:
vase / va:z / English English
vase / veis/ American English
spelling:
colour English English
color American English
Finally, a good ESL teacher must
remember to think of himself as an adaptor -
partner with the textbook author, the aim

being to help the learners form the habit of the
new language.

References:

I- O'Neil, Why Use Textbooks, ELT
Journal, volume 36/2, 1982, pp 104- 111
2- Madesen, H. s., Adapting ESL Teaching
Material, TESOL Publications, 1980.
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another group of ESL teachers who ullowno
adaptation, and prefer to shun responsibility
and to act merely as the carriers of decisions
made by others. Last but not least, u very
convincing reason for using a textbook is that
it saves learners from their tecachers
deficiencies, which seem to be inevituble no
matter how good the teacher is.

Although we may try hard to give a sound
Justification for the use of atcxthook we will
nonetheless find many skilled and well-
qualified ESL teachers who support the idea
of abandoning a published textbook.There
are two reasons for this, First of all, a teacher
can seldom find material that is just right for a
given group of students. Groups of students
are often heterogeneous, making the use of a
single textbook throughout the course rather
impossible. Secondly, a textbook itself might
be misleading, simply because the authorities,
for some reason or other, have not devoted
cnough time and consideration to
choosing the right textbook. As a result, it is
likely that the imposed textbook will not meet
the required objectives and aims. Here. of
course. the entire blame cannot be put on the
authorities:but on the unsuitability of the
material on the market. Animposed textbook
will naturally lead to imposed classroom
activiteis whichare rarelv welcomed by good
teachers. Here. adapting a textbook scems
inevitable. Itis, therefore, the teachers role to
aim at certain adaptations which are well-
planned and prepared before each session.

Prior to adapiing or amending comes
selectionundevalutation of material, But an
ESL teacher is unable to make a sound
decision if his class is not well known to him.
Therefore, the key to proper selection is to
know the class first: that is, to find out more
about thetr level, the language skill which they
are best at, their interests and expectations in
learning the new language, their background,
and even their personal lives.

Knowing his students, the teacher must
then select the right kind of material, which
involves a consideration of three criteria.
First, the tcacher should evaluate the
materials from the standpoint of strength;
that 1s, to see whether the materials are
relevant to the students interests and
expectations. Secondly, the teacher should
examine the materials to ensure that they are
not packed with difficulties or extended into
long, tedious lessons for that particular
group of students. The third criterion the
teacher must consider is whether or not the
textbook contains transparent materils which
show their focus and meaningclearly. In other
words, both the teacher and the student
should be aware of what the student is
tearning and how it relates to other items
previously covered in that course.

Having selected an adaptable textbook the
teacher should proceed to make his material
suitable for his class. There are, naturally, a
number of improvisations that he can make,
including:

a. editing or supplementing the dialogues
which violate the expected norms of
realistic language:

b.  skipping some structures which are
thought to be too difficult for his class,

c. advancing new structures or vocabulary
if the material proves too simple for his
class,

d.  presenting areas left out of the text, for
example; vowel reduction in speaking;
e.g., have / haev/ is reduced to /ev/ , or
syllable stress shifts, e.g., progress (n),
progress (v}, or intonation patterns, e.g.,
He 1s late. Isn’t he? (1 know he is late)

He is late. Isn’t he? (I'm not sure)

¢. contextualizing the
vocabulary,

teaching of

f. situationalizing the arcas being taught;

for example, in teaching conditionals
much attention is ofen paid to the

F. 3
ol oy 22 MLS 1 va
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As a young ESL teacher you mightfind
yourseif not quite familiar with the expression
« adapting atextbook», which is,in fact,
considered to be an essential skill for a good
teacher. To explain it very simplv, adaptinga
textbook means making it suitable forvour
purpose. This seemingly straighforward
definition may draw .your attention to a

prerequisite argument. In fact you might find
yourself confronted with this question: what
do we want a textbook for? '
An ESL teacher is naturally boundtocovera
syllabus which the educational authorities
‘have already decided on for him. In fact,
whether he is willing or not, he is turned intoa
mere classroom manager, and no matter how
enthusiastic he may be, he is obliged to stick to
the objectives of each lesson and try hard to
mould the unpredictable enteractions among
the students in his class, if the final goalisto
be met.

Yq

A published textbool provides materials
which are well- presented.The gradation of
subjects, which undoubtediv plavs an
important role in the process of language
learning, is naturally taken into
consideration. The examples and exercises are
well-  thouhgr- out, and thus save the
teacher both time and energy. In addition,
although some teachers believe that students
should be kept in suspense and should not
know what comes next, just like when reading
a novel, a textbook makes it possible for both
the student and the teacher to ook ahead to
what is to be taught and to look at what has
already been done.

Many good ESL teachers support the idea
of using a textbook as the core which allows
them to adapt and improvise while teaching.
Obviously, 1t 15 more sensible to make an
alrecady prepared text suitable than to make
ong out from the beginning. Yet there is



2. A: So you know Dariyush and
Dawvid?
B: Yes, I know them quite well.
A: Where do they live?
B: Dariyush' lives in ltran, and
David lives in the United States,
3.  A: How much are those cggs?
B: They're a dollar a dozen.

STEP 8- )
For testing purposes, an exercise
such as follows may be practices.
Directions: Circle the correct
answer:
1.1 have two (a)
a. brothers
b. sisters
2. He is visiting the Part of [ran.
a. western (b)
b. northern
3. The baby is (a)
a. teething
b. teasing
Conclusion

This article is intended to be used asa
guideline for teaching English pronunciation
to Irantan students. Although the techniques
and procedures for dealing with the
problematic sounds have been suggested.,. it is
the job of the EFL teacher to construct or
select the drill materials which will fit the
needs of his Persian — speaking students. The
students should be made aware of the fact that
acquiring a good pronunciation of a new
fanguage, in this case English, requires a great
deai of practice. There are three essential
stages in learning a new pronunciation:.

1) ‘
listening to problematic sounds which have
previously been confused, and gradually
learning to hear the difference between
them;

2)
conscious practice, with the teacher’s help,

in order to acquire mastery of the new
sound, and

3)
lots of practice and «over — practice»
outside the class until the production of the
new sound becomes unconscious.

Drills or exercisesrelevent to the first two
stages can be done in the classroom, with the
help of the teacher. The third stage is one that
cannot economically be done in the
classroom. It is essentially a job for the
individual student, spending his free time in
the language laboratory, if available, or at
home practicing the new sounds.
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 STEP 3: STEp 5-

! Probably by now the students can Teacher has the students.
hear the difference and are able to pronounce /d/ and /6/ sounds in
discriminate between the sounds /d/ isolation, in words and in
and /67 in listening. To test their sentences, as follows:
recognition, the teacher uses a same T pronounce /d/ after me: /d/,
/different  quiz or the like. He /d/, /d/ ...
pronounces a series of minimal pairs, T: pronounce /8§ /after me:/§/,
containing /d/ and /8/ sounds, at /87, 78/...
random, and asks the students to say T: Repeat these words after me:
«same» when they hear the same day/ thev
sounds and «different » when they . D’s/ these
hear different sounds. This procedure thine / dine
1s carried out as follows: - though/ dough

_ T: Repeat these sentences after

“T: Tell me if the words in each pair me:

sound the same or diffirent. /d/
Teacher Students ' My grades are «[D)’s»,
day /day same _ - They have no fodder.
then/den ’ different He 1sn’t wordy.
ladder / lather different _ /&7
those/ those same My grades are these.
. ' They have no father.

In order to have a written record of the . He isn’t worthy.

students’responses and to find out

_about the individual problems in NOTE:

recognizing these sounds, this
exercise may be done as follows: These cxercises should begin with
- Teacher reads the pairs loudly and choral response followed by group and
the students write down S if the individual responses.
sounds are the same and D if the
a?e different. ’ STEP 6: o .
The sound(s) should be practiced by
STEP 4: the students at home.
Teacher explains the difference STEP 7:

between /d/ and /6/ by pointing to:
the face diagrams and showing
them the position of articulators in
the production of these two sounds.

Teacher may assign the students to
make up sentences and short
dialogues containing /d/ and /&/
sounds and practice them with their

NOTE: classmates, such as the following
If the students cannot dialogues:
understand the linguistic ., A: what is the weather like in
explanation, the teacher can use Sheraz? - '
their native tongue, Persian. B: It's warm anddry.
4
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Suggested Procedures:

Use the face diagram and
illustrate the postion of articulators
used n the production of these
sounds.

— — Contrast these two sounds by
demonstrating (and somehow
exaggerating) the shapes of
articulators  involved in the
production of these sounds.

— - Have the students observe in the
mirror while they are pronouncing
these sounds and call their attention
to the rounding of the lips in /w/, and
the contact between upper teeth and
lower lip in /v/, as follows:

T:
ASs you see your hips are rounded when
you pronounce /w/, while when you
pronounce /v/ your lower lips are
touches by your upper teeth.
— - Have the students practice many
words and sentences containing
these two sounds. Use minimal pairs
as far as possible.
Mimmal pairs:
NS Iw/
vane wane
veil wail
vase ways
Sentences:

He always walks 1o work.

The weather was warm last week,
wasn't it?

When do you go swimming?

Short dialogues:

1. A: Where does your friend live?
B: He lives in West Virginia.
2. A: Have you ever visited Isfahan?

A MODEL LESSUN PLAN*

/d/ and /g/
Obijective:
To enable the students to
discriminate  between the sounds
/d/ and /8/ in both listening and
speaking,

STEP I:

Teacher draws on the board the
face diagram of /d/ and /8/ with
respective symbols and minimal
pairs as follows:

/d/ /8/

A B

day they

die thy

den then

dare their

STEP 2:

Teacher pronounces these minimal
pairs, first the words in column A,
then those in column B and finally in
contrast. such as: day/ they.
NOTE:
During this procedure, the
students only listen, they do not
repeat,

This model lesson plan should be incorporated into the
entire curriculum and should be integrated with the
new grammatical patterns and vocabulary items: here,
however, for the purposes of this paper. only the
pronunciation part will be dealt with.

)
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description (tongue central, etc.).
——Have the students pronounce
wordswiththe /a/ sound, such as lock,
cot, and rob, then tell them to raise the
tongue a little for the /3/ sound in
words like luck, cut, and rub.
— — Another procedure would be to
have the students pronounce several
words containing /2/ once with the
/a/ sound, then with /2/ and finally
with a sound in between, which most
likely would be /a/. This procedure
may be carried out as follows:

T: Pronounce the word but with

the /a/ sound, /bat/

T: Pronounce it with /&/, /bzt/.

T: Now pronounce it with a

sound between /a/ and “x/,

which is /3/, /ba t/.

— — Find minimal pairs w uch

match with this procedure, such

/a/  asi /x/ VEY4
cot cat cut
lock lack - luck
pot pat _ putt
knot gnat nut
lost last lust
sodden ' sadden sudden
Sentences:

The sun comes up at seven.
Does Sunday come before
Monday?

Minimal pairs:

/a/ /a/

He shot it. He shut it.

Calm down, please. Come down, please.
It was a big knot. It was a big nut.

He locked the door. He is a fucky person.

2. /s(c)/
Problem: /e/ 1s added before /s/ -a

consonant (c} in mmitial position, e.g. school
/eskul/

Reason:

In persian only one consonant is permtted in
the initial position and each consonant is
either preceded or followed by a vowel.
Therefore, it is notsurprising that persian -
speaking students add /e¢/ before-words such
as school, student, etc. .

Suggested Procedures:

— Have the students practice words
with /sc/ in initial position, telling
them to lengthen the /s/.

— — Have the students put the article
the before nouns which begin with
/sc¢/ (and to before the infinitives)and
try to assimilate them bypronouncing
them together with a rapid pace, as
follows:

the school  to study

the street to sleep
the store to speak
Sentences:

The sky ts clear.
The store 15 closed.
He wants 1o study,
The street 15 straight.
3. /w/
Problem:
Substitution of /v/ for /w/, in syllable

and word 1ntial position, e.g. well
/vel/

Reason:

The labio —velar semivowel /w/ does
not occur syHable and word initially in
Perstan; hence, Iranian students
usually pronounce /v/ instead of /w/
in 1niual position and have difficulty
in discniminating between these two
sounds in listening and speaking.
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Although it would be ideal if the students transcription systems, such as «Trager and
could articulate foreign sounds as a native Smith 1951,» «Kenyon and Knott 1951,» and
speaker does, it seems implausible to expect « Pratorand Robinett 1972» . The symbols are
them to acquire a native pronunciation. This used solely as pedagogical devices and are not
ts especially true in the case of adult students, meant to be pure phonetic symbolizations.
for after a certain age acquiring a native —like 1. /2/
pronunciation is beyond the physical capacity Proble m:
of speech organisms. Substitution of Persian /a/(and less

On the other hand, if we let major frequently /=/ and /e/) for- English

- pronunciation problems go unsolved the /e/,e.g. luck /lak/, but /bat/, above
students will hardly be able tounderstand the /ebav/ or/ axbov/.
spoken language and make themselves Reason:
understood. Hence, it is the job of the EFL The English mid - central vowel /a/
teacher to help his students overcome their does not exist in Persian. Hence
pronunciation problems. Persian speaking students have

In this article a sample of pronunciation difficulty recognizing and producing
problems of Iranian students will be discussed this sound.
and techniques and procedures for dealing Suggested Procedures.
with these problems will be suggested. The - - First pronounce a list of words
sample includes only a few segmental containing the /a/ sound. Then, to
phonemes. Of course, lranian students also help the students produce this sound
have difficulty with suprasegmentals, such as have them make /5/ by asking them to
stress and intonation, but for the lack of pretend they are lifting something
space  they are not discussed here. heavy, and to make the noisc that

The pronunciation symbols used in this accompanies the action. If another
article are simplifications of different sound comes out, try a physiological
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