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. “Chemistry Mafia™!
A great deal of attention has been paid to the effects of group work
on the performance of students enrolled in chemistry courses.
However, relatively little research has been done

N that addresses possible explanations for the observed improvement in student -
) performance when group work is done. ... f: e
The data suggest that these social interactions set the basis for the development of a | *

community of learners, a “Chemistry Mafia™, who trust each other well enough to :

seek help with the content knowledge of their chemistry courses, which they might be
loathe to seek from peers with whom they are less familiar.
We suggest that “off-task™ interactions (¢.g., socializing) in the laboratory are, in fact,
valuable in developing this community of learners. ...

“Chemistry matia™ was used by the students to refer to a specific, tight-knit
group of students who, through their interactions in shared courses, developed
relationships based not only on academic assistance but social companionship and
emotional support fostering a better work and learning environment.

Dawn I. Del Carlo and George M. Bodner,
Electronic Journal of Science Education 2009, 13 (1), 139.
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