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Aluva Editon

THOMAS ALVA EDISON was one of eight
children. He was bomn in Americain 1847, and he was
interested in science at an carly age. When he was
twelve, he began to sell newspapers. He travelled on
American trains and printed his newspapers on them.
He began to make experiments on the trains too, and
he had a lot of instruments and chemicals on them.
The railway line was not very good, and one day a
train suddenly shook badly on a curve. Edison had a
piece of phosphorus among his chemicals. Everything
in the train was shaken, and the phosphorus fell on the
floor, It began to burn, as phosphorus often does. The
train was soon burning also, and Edison was blamed
for everything. He had to leave the train, and all his
instruments and newspapers had to go with him.

After that he did not print any more newspapers on
trains. Perhaps the story that follows explains the next
part of his life, One day he was talking (o 4 friend, Jim
Mackenzie, who was a telegraph operator. Duning the
conversation. Edison looked up and saw a small boy
on the railway line. The boy was Mackenzie's son,
and a train was coming. Edison rushed on the line in
front of the train. He dragged himself and the boy away
before the traih reached them. He had saved the boy's
life, and Mackenzie wanted to thank him properly. But
Mackenzie was not a rich man; so, to show his feelings,
he taught Edison the use of the telegraph instruments.

A .
. L PG T | PR o T

After that Edison worked as a (elegraph operstor,

He worked at night; during the day he read books and
made expenments. The result was that he was very
tired. Sometimes he slept at mght, and so the vther
uperators got angry. When they sent o message,
Edison did not answer, He was asleep. They siom
found a way to keep him awake. They told him t0
telegraph the letier A every hour: and in order o do
this, he had o stay awake

Edison did not like this wt all; he was still nred. So
he invemted a new instrument which sent the Leter A
every hour, Ienever, never faled. [nstrumments are nol
like people who forget. So the other operators recerved
the letter every hour.

They could not helieve that Edison was such a
wonderful man. One might ey went guietly w his room
and lowoked in, He was sleeping deeply, and his
instrument wis sending the letter A

Edison continued his experiments in New York,
but he had not got much monev, He invented
another instrument. This one printed the messages
which the telegruph received. There was by chance
a rich man there who was studying the electric
telegraph. As soon as he saw the new instrument
he bought it for about 5000 pouds.

With this money Edison wis able 1o get some other

scientists to help him. His father also built a big house
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