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Abstract

Thefactthat second language (L2) speakers usually have some sort of communicative
deficiency in L2 production highlights one of the key issues of research in second
language acquisition, known as communication strategies (CSs). In this way, the
study of L2 communication strategies has a respectably long history in the field of L2
acquisition due to the fact that there has always been interest in how L2 speakers make
use of their linguistic repertoire in order to fill the conversation gaps. This paper reviews
trends in second language CSs research to date. In this way, a comprehensive review
of the relevant literature from the last three decades, with particular consideration of the
different ways of defining CSs and their corresponding influences on the organization
of strategy taxonomies, will be presented. At first, the various definitions of this notion in
the L2 literature are presented. Then, the major CSs taxonomies are discussed. In the
end, the researchers' orientations in L2 literature toward this notion at the present time
are dealt with.
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