Understanding

Expertise In
Teaching

Case Studies of ESL
Teachers

Amy B. M. Tsui has provided a
major service to the field of applied
linguistice in this first detailed study of
what expertise in language teaching
consists of and how it develops in
language teachers. Through exploring
the classroom practices and knowledge
of her subjects, in four illuminating case
studies, Dr. Tsui succeeds in clarifying the
nature of expertise in language teaching,
the factors that shape and influcnce
its development, and how teachers
employ their expertise in teaching. In the
process, the author critically examines an
extensive literature on teacher cognition
and shows how teachers' theories,
knowledge, experience, and goals shape
their classroom practices and their ability
to move from novice to expert.

Understanding Expertise in Teaching
is a valuable addition to the literature on
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teacher cognition in language teaching
and will be of considerable interest to
researchers, teachers, and teacher
educators in Applied Linguistics and
TESOL.

Amy B. M. Tsui is Chair Professor of
the Faculty of Education. the University
of Hong Kong. She holds a concurrent
position as Director of Teachers of
English Language Education Centre. She
is author of Classroom Discourse and the
Space of Learning and editor of Whose
Agenda? Medium of Instruction Policies.
(with James Tollefson).
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practice. The volume draws on the
authors’ own research and experience,
where appropriate, but is eclectic in
encompassing a full range of current
views on both theory and practice.
Listening theory is exemplified throughout
the book with a variety of tasks and
activities. The authors also address
testing and the role of technology in
teaching listening. Teachers will benefit
from the insights provided in this book, as
will teacher educators and researchers.

Second Language Listening will be
of key interest for pre-service and in -
service teachers who are involved in the
teaching or the desighn of materials for
listening.

John Flowerdew is a professor
in the department of English and
Communication at City University of
Hong Kong. He is editor with Matthew
Peacock of Research Perspetives on
English for Academic Purposes.

Lindsay Miller is an associate
professor in the department of English
and Communication at City University
of Hong Kong. He is author with David
Gardner of Establishing Self-Access:
From Theory to Practice.
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Listening, an essential aspect of
communicative competence, merits
equal treatment with the skills of
speaking, reading, and writing. Second
Language Listening combines current
theory in listening, a pedagogical model
developed by the authors, and case
studies presenting actual pedagogical
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