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typological thinking



 

 Populations, Species, and Evolution

 “The typological species concept, going back
 to philosophies of Plato and Aristotle (and thus
 sometimes called essentialist concept), was the
species concept of Linnaeus and his follow-
ers”.

 "... According to this concept, the observed
 diversity of the universe reflects the existence
 of a limited number of underlying “universals”
 or types (eidos of Plato). Individuals do not
 stand in any special relation to one another,
 being merely expressions of the same type ...
 The presence of the same underlying essence
 is inferred from similarity, and morphological
 similarity is therefore, the species criterion for
the essentialist”.

 Linnaeus’s Biology was not
Essentialist

 “This is quite apparent from the difficulties into
 which a morphological-typological species
 concept leads in taxonomic practice. ... Indeed,
its own adherents abandon the typological spe-
 cies concept whenever they discover that they
 have named as a separate species something
that is merely an individual variant”.

 

 “... Typological thinking is the other major
misconception that had to be eliminated be-
fore a sound theory of evolution could be pro-
posed”.

population thinking

http://faculty.arts.ubc.ca/jbeatty/Sober1980.pdf
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