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Number Sets 
Here are some important number sets used in 
mathematics: 

 N={1,2,3,...} is the set of counting numbers, or 
naturals.
 W={0,1,2,3,...} is the set of whole numbers.
 Z={...,-3,-2,-1,0,1,2,3,...} is the set of integers.

 
pQ p,q Z,q 0
q

 is the set of rational 

numbers, or fractions.
This set can also be described as containing all 
terminating or non-terminating but repeating 
decimals.

 I is the set of irrational numbers. This set can 
also be described as containing all non-terminating 
and non-repeating decimals. Some of the most 
important numbers in mathematics belong to this 
set, including , 2, e and .
 R is the set of real numbers. These are all the 
numbers that can be placed on a one-dimensional 
number line extending with no end on both the 
negative and positive sides.

Set Equality
Two sets A and B are said to be equal (denoted, as 
expected, by A=B) if and only if both sets have the 
exact same elements. Here, if and only if means that 
both parts of the statement ("A=B" and "both sets 
have the exact same elements") are interchangeable. 
Logically speaking, this means that each part of the 
statement implies the other.

1. Natural Numbers
3. Integers
5. Irrational Numbers
7. terminating

2. Whole Numbers
4. Rational Numbers
6. Real Numbers
8. Interchangeable

-5 -4 -3 -2 -1 0 1 2 3 4 5

- - - - -
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1. Leonhard Euler
2. Napier
3. common logarithms
4. natural logarithms

 aban_mehr@yahoo.com



x
x

x

x

x



M

A

B C

AMB
ˆ ˆcos(AMC) cos(AMB) AMC

G BC N
GN AG= GN

N G C B A M G´
G´

GN=GG´=AG AG
GN

M

A

N

MG AMG

MA MG AGMG ( )

GG´ N

MG MG GGMN

MG MG GGMN ( )

BC N

MB MC BCMN ( )

MB MC BC MN

M
ABC G

MG MA MB MC (AB AC BC )

BC AM ABC

AB AC BCAM



MG MB MC MG BC GG

MG

MAMG MB MC MG BC

GG AG ( )

AG´= AG AG=GG´
GG AG AG

GG AG AN AG
AN

BC N
AB AC BCAN

GG AG AN

GG AG BC AB AC( ) ( )

MA MB MC MG BC BCMG

AB AC( )

MA MB MMG C AB BC AC( )

MG MA MB MC (AB BC AC )

M ABC

MA MB MC (AB BC AC )

G M

MA MB MC MG (AB AC BC )

MG

MA MB MC (AB AC BC )

MG =
G M

R ABC

R +AC +AB
M=O

AB AC BCOG R ( )

R AB AC BC

R AB AC BC OG
R +AC +BC

R ABC
 r

sr
p

abR c
s

abc abcRr
p a b c

abca b c
a b c

a b c a b c
(a+b+c)(a +b +c abc a b c abc

R ABC
r r

R +AC +BC Rr
r   R Rr

1. Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz (1646-1716)
 htabiee@yahoo.com





b a
a +b ab

b a

a b ab

b a

a b a bab

a b

n
d n

n
q a





B A
B A
B A
B

A

Georg Cantor

2. tacit assumption

4. one to one correspondence
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8. Math 1001, Richard Elwes, Quercus Publishing, 2010

11. diagonal argument
12. Math 1001, Richard Elwes, Quercus Publishing, 2010
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